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.. SEATTLE - The Northwest Indian Bar Association announced this
. month that it has increased the number of Native' American attorneys’ in'
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its membership by nearly 700 percent. During the past fifteen months,”
- the 12-year-old organization has seen unprecedented growth and credits i
+ its leadership in legal education, advocacy, ‘mentorship and pro-bono
legal work with the increase. = . - el e
L *The rise in the number of Native American attorneys in the Northwest
g e - signals a nationally recognized trend toward greater involvement in the. °
Cgl?:cﬂ mﬂné;{g:f_"yaﬁl?f:ﬁ_. - legal profession and more_info'nnqd.vdec‘ision-mal_cmg by’ their people... -
latter part of N oi) eiiiBéf and when ‘1 - NIBAis ﬂ}’g only N_orthwest. minority bar associatl_on_ that seeksftg em- -
: . DR 2-50<'eligible voters are ofﬁcialiy';-‘»k . power Ngt_lye_,\Amencg_r}sﬂghr opghﬁl e.:galﬁjeducat,ivon_rand expose the politi-"
.u.};"'thefe\? around counted. It takes 175 voters to re- ‘| ¢l and economic realities fac & tribes across the region. : L
at work with the: convene any recossed session, . that £ ovide our people with a Voice on the legal issues and decisions.
N y SRt : ¥ that affect the very essence of life in Indian Country,” said two-term- -
' L o ’ ' NIBA' President’ Gabriel Galanda. “I believe it is that voice, that has *
an - begun to attract _s'ov_‘many_‘lndkian‘ people to the leg ion -i
‘Washington State and beyand.”. '
“When NIBA was created there Were only & hardful of Native it
neys practicing in the Northwest, and -virtually no ) dian” attorney:
'+ working in corporate law firms,” said past-NIBA ‘President Rion Rami
. Tez. However, durirg the past 15 months, NIBA has grown its member
. ship to more than: 150 ‘attérneys; xpanded' membership to. Oreg
"Idaho and Alaska and incorporated as a nonprofit. NIBA members now
practice for high-poweréd national and regional law firms, “state ar
. federal governments, and on all 42 Notthwest resetrvations 5
- Additionally, NIBA;ra;'st"h&rly'"S‘Z0,000”tO”-ﬁiﬁdj‘scho arships. for
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.+ after the Colville tribe requested it. -
! The tribe, too, would like to see a

cleanup - take - place’ ‘without " the -
“stigma”;of .4 Superfuiid designa-
tion, because the tribe. has impor-
tant economic interests tied to Tec~
reation in-the’ area, 'said DR Mi-
chel, a member ‘of the' Colville °
- Tribal Business Counci and. chair-"- |-
~-man of its natural resources com- - |
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. NIBA’s recent achievements are of: particular importance. when con: L
“sidered against statewide and national research findings.. According to
- Galanda, Native Americans .are the . most under-represented ‘éthnic- -
* demographic inthe -legal .profession.: For' example, tribal -attorneys -
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takes to clean up our river,” Michel
said. “Wc"veb’gen here for10,000 .-
years, We’re not' going anywheré,

.. comprise just 0.7 percent of the ‘Washington Bar and only three of the s
' nearly 600 law students at the University of

Washington Law School - -
are of Native American ‘decent. Nationally; 4.1 million people identify " -

tioners (2000 Census). TR eI S R b
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Denver mayor apologizes to family
get kids back in'school at the end of
the month. Our acting assistant sec-
retary has taken on the responsibil-.
ity as the assistant secretary.” .-
“We're | full, force -ahead,” she .
added. “We’re still -getting other
. things done.” : '

- DENVER, Colo. ~ Thé mayor of Denver apologized to the parents of - -
. a Native American baby who was taken by a-social worker hours after” o |
* herbirth. EEETE S e TP
+Sunshine was born August 1 to Victoria: Goodluck. and Phil. Gates.
- Without explanation,, the family says; she. was taken away from her -
parents. She was returned three days later. = Gaend :
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